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Bloody Foreland Uplands, Coast & Gaeltacht Landscape Character Area is located within 

An Gaeltacht on the northwest corner of Donegal. This dramatic landscape is defined by 

Cnoc Fola Mountain in the north and Ardsmore Mountain in the east that looms over a 

landscape of excessively worked low-lying Atlantic bog interspersed with lakes and open 

rural landscape with isolated occurrences of trees or hedgerow, towards a rugged and 

windswept coastline.   

Rivers rise in the inhospitable bog covered mountains within the east of this landscape 

and flow north and west along small valleys towards the sea, creating fertile riverine 

agricultural corridors through bog and poor quality rural lands along the coast.   

The N56 skirts around the east of this LCA and the three regional roads R250, R257 and 

R258 spur off it within the south of this area, continuing as the R257 northwards around 

the coast and informing the route of the ‘Wild Atlantic Way’ within this area. 

The coastal landscape within the north west of this landscape unit consists of a 

distinctive and historic local field pattern of small sinuous fields bound by historic stone 

walls of rounded dry stone, and known colloquially as ‘Bloody Foreland’ owing to the 

colours of the landscape from the setting sun.  

 Further south, the more populous coastal area has clusters of houses amongst copses of 

trees within a more undulating agricultural landscape behind a sandy and sand dune 

coastal edge with tidal estuaries. 
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Landscape Character types 

 

 

Seascape Character Units  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Map/list Seascape units 

Most of Seascape Unit 10 and part of Seascape Unit 9 and 11 are within the Bloody Foreland 

Uplands and Coast Landscape Character Area. 

Key characteristics uses: The land slopes down from Cnoc Fola to a low-lying coast with 
ripples of exposed rock, scattered lakes, offshore islands, indented coastline with fishing, 
tourism, agricultural and industrial uses.   
 

Coastal edge: Exposed cliffs to the north change to a rocky shoreline with boulders, shingle, 
inter-tidal areas with sandy esturaries and intermittent areas of salt marsh.. 
 

Visibility: Good visibility throughout the north of this area with a high degree of uninterupted 
views of the sea and islands and more intermitent views of the coast from the south of the sea 
and islands to the west. 
 

Special featuress significant buildings, landmarks, biodiversity and cultural features: 

Elevated worked bog at Bloody Foreland, distinct off shore Islands, beaches, dune complexes 
and lakes, long distinct gravel beaches at Bloody Foreland of geological importance, intertidal 
area, fish farm industry, lagoons, light houses, main port of Burtonport with ferry service, reef 
communities, lakes, shipwrecks. Pattern of stone wall bound fields along the coast at Bloody 
Foreland.  
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Landscape Characteristics 

Land Form and Land Cover  

• Underlying geology of almost exclusively granite save the quartzite Cnoc Fola 
Mountain. This area has numerous features of geological interest including disused 
quarries, gravel beaches extending more than 20 metres above sea level within the 
north of this LCA and a series of moraines visible in the landscape along Bloody 
Foreland which record successive ice blocks.  

• The north and west are generally low and undulating and rise towards Cnoc Fola 
Mountain to the north and Ardsmore Mountain to the east.  

• Inland this landscape has extensive cut bog, bog lakes and a series of river valleys 
creating pockets of agricultural land with individual isolated rural dwellings; an 8 
turbine windfarm is located on the southern slopes of Ardsmore, just north of 
Gweedore. 

• Coastal landuse is generally agricultural with small areas of bog littered by a 
concentration of one-off houses along the county road network. 

• The indented coastline along the north of this LCA has a rocky edge and stony 

beaches whilst the south has more sandy beaches some of which are protected by 

dune systems and Machair grassland.                                                                        

• Inishirrer, Inishmeane, Gola and Inishinny (listed north to south) are offshore islands 
within this LCA.  Inishinny has a rocky western coast, surrounded on the other sides 
by sandy beaches and covered in a sand dune complex; a spur to the south has 
some ruined cottages, a pier and a modern dwelling.  Gola is a granite island, the 
west has exposed rock and peat and the east pasture land.  Last fulltime habitation 
of Gola was in the 1960s, the old cottages and buildings remain, some have been 
renovated as holiday homes for seasonal use.  A seasonal ferry operates to Gola 
ferrying tourists and rock climbers to the island.  Inishmeane is another granite 
sparsely vegetated island with ruined cottages and some seasonal holiday homes.  
Inishsirrer, the most northerly of the islands is of similar character to the other three 
islands in this group in that they are sparsely vegetated with the remains of clachans 
and farming lands. 

Settlements 

 
 

• Annagary: Annagry is a quiet linear coastal village with low density development 
within the Rosses area. Economic activity is mainly at a local enterprise level with a 
range of services provided to accommodate local residents.  

• Bunbeg-Derrybeg: Bunbeg-Derrbeg is a linear townland within an area colloquially 
known as Gweedore; a dispersed settlement serving a large hinterland with more 
functions than similar sized towns. Contained by the Atlantic Coast to the west and 
the Derryveagh mountains to the East, the wider area is characterised by its 
dispersed settlement pattern, a range of commercial and social facilities including 
Udarás na Gaeltachta Business Park at Ard na gCeapairí.   A vibrant commercial 
fishing industry operates from Bunbeg harbour, also the location of the coastguard 
and ferries to Tory Island.  
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History, Culture and Heritage 

• Gaeltacht area with associated strong Gaeltacht culture and heritage, both on the 
mainland and also the offshore islands. 

• Tweed and woollen industry remain strong in this area. 
• Relatively few archaeological structures and sites in this area concentrated around 

the coast, including a number of Recorded Monuments, an archaeological complex on 
Cnoc Fola and a promontory fort on the headland with views both to Tory and Aran 
Island.  

• Strong historic association with the sea; multiple shipwrecks located offshore. 
• Important vernacular and imposed built heritage including 1 RPS structure. 

• Historic Landscape Characterisation identifies that the fields in this area are generally 
small-sized and high-walled with marked differences between areas of small fields 
with sinuous boundaries (‘Irregular enclosure small fields’ Specific HLC-type) and 
those areas with distinct “Ladder Farm” shaped fields (Specific HLC-type) with long 
straight, narrow divisions interrupted by perpendicular “rungs”. High-walled fields 
were essential to combat exposure to western gales.  The HLC proffers that sinuous-
bounded fields are likely to have developed piecemeal over time and may be of 
considerable antiquity. Ladder Farms and similar narrow rectilinear fields are likely to 
be a mid-to-late 19th-century division of formerly open fields. Large areas of ‘Blanket 
bog’ and ‘Open Upland’ Generic HLC-types lie inland and on the north coast of Bloody 
Foreland a thin patch of Blanket bog continues to the rocky foreland, which has been 
hand-cut for a considerable time. 

• HLC notes that settlement is particularly dense for a rural area and follows the roads 
in a linear fashion. 

Access and Recreation  

• Main access is from R257. 
• Close visual connection with the islands and the Derryveagh Mountain Range.  
• Wild Atlantic Way stretches around the coastline with discovery points at Cnoc Fola 

and Bunbeg Harbour. 
• Two golf courses located at Cruit Island and at Derrybeg. 
• Strong Tourism and leisure industry focused on the landscape, seascape and their 

use. 

Biodiversity 

• Ecologically important landscape containing 1,239ha of Natura 2000 sites (SAC & 
SPA), 423.6ha of NHA sites and 1,203ha of pNHA sites in relation to the islands, the 
coast and the intertidal area with its reefs as well as the important biodiversity links 
of the riverine corridors running towards the coastline and the lakes within this area. 

• This coastline has important machair and sand dunes as well as shingle banks and a 
host of other important habitats for sea birds. 

• River streams and lakes are valuable fishing resources both for tourists and 
residents. 

Forces for change 

• Continued dispersed settlement 
• Holiday home developments along the coast. 
• Potential increase in coastal and marine tourism uses in environmentally sensitive 

areas including sand dunes and islands. 
• Renewable energy development (windfarms, hydro schemes) and the effects on the 

landscape and on biodiversity. 
• Afforestation on higher ground within the west of the landscape unit.  
• Telecommunications and infrastructural development 
• Tourism pressures on sand dunes 



 

144 

 

• Historic stone walled field systems under threat from encroaching development. 


